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Good Turnout for Sale

With the ski season just around the corner, 
PVSC’s Ski Sale on October 15 attracted a 

host of enthusiastic families in the market for new 
equipment.  The success was the result of scores 
of volunteers (see p. 2) roaming the aisles, at the 
registers and doors, and in the back room, plus 
those who helped with setup and take-down.  PVSC 
extends a hearty thanks to every volunteer.  

Club President Ken Miller extends his thanks 
to the volunteers, vendors and customers who 

made our success possible.  Sales were not as robust 
as last year, given the spotty snowfall in the 

2015-2016 ski season, but PVSC has reduced its ad-
vertising costs, so the sale will provide a comfortable 
cushion for the upcoming events when the 2016-2017 
ski season starts.  

The Club is looking forward to a busy season, with 
membership meetings, presentations on Nordic 

and Alpine adventures, bus trips, youth programs, 
and much more.  The Ski Sale not only funds our 
programs, but it brings in new members, generates 
publicity, equips families with ski and boarding gear, 
and helps support retailers all around the state. 

Snowflurries

The November 2016 Membership meeting will have a jam-packed agenda.  First, of course, is food – please 
bring a dish to share.  In the past we have enjoyed a delicious spread, made all the more appetizing by 
conversation with ski friends and family.  Following this, we will hear from sixth-year Husson University 
Physical Therapy students Mark Del Vecchio, Jordan Couture, and Brian Mathieu who will talk with us about 
preseason ski conditioning focused on improving strength, balance, and overall fitness while reducing the 
possibility of ski related injuries. Following that, representatives from the Camden Snow Bowl will describe 
a series of improvements at that ski area.  The meeting will be held at the Essex Street Church (Bangor First 
United Methodist Church) at 703 Essex Street, and it will start at 6 PM. 

Potluck!
Membership 
Meeting
Tuesday, 
November 15
Essex Street 
Church, Bangor



Message to PVSC Ski 
Sale Volunteers
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We would like to thank all the volunteers for their help; 
without this help this sale could not happen. Once again 
we had a very successful sale, raising several thousand 
dollars for the Club.  According to our vendors, the 
Penobscot Valley region is one of the strongest -- if not 
the	strongest -- ski markets in the state. We have a great 
group of vendors, and this also adds to our success.  Our 
Alpine racing, Nordic, and Learn-to Ski programs added 
to the Ski Sale’s success: learners and racers need equip-
ment too! 
 The cash register, security, and back room 
volunteers put in long hours: thanks to everyone who 
assisted in this phase of the operation.  Thanks also to 
those who helped with set-up on Friday and clean-up on 
Saturday afternoon.  

Peggy McKee/Rubin 
Dan Gagnon 
Glenn Severance 
Brandon Severance 
Darnel Nadeau 
Gina Schuck 
Peter Schuck 
Jack Schuck 
Chris Pepin 
Jared Milligan, Grade 
and Addison 
Laura Wittmann 
Brian Young 
Craig Cyr 
Joseph Boutot 
Kim Severance 
Jason Pangburn and 
family 
Max and Madison Tritt 
Anika Noack 
Robin Hall 
Crystal Phillips 
Paul Blood 
Brian and Andrea Lee 
Tom Hanson 
Ben Speed 

Volunteers at the 
ski sale -- Thanks 
for all your effort
(Sorry we missed those that didn’t sign 
in!)

Barbara, Ken and Carianne Miller 
Carolyn Horth 
Rob and Sally Burke 
Lauren Jacobs and Daniel Perkins 
Gretchen Schaefer 
Connie Barnes 
Tracey Lindelof and Lake Lindelof 
Brian Prince 
Deanna Prince 
Belle Ryder 
Jen Tyne 
Barbara Boone 
Tom Belanger 
Denise Hall 
Amy VanKirk 
Kristie Miner/Hoshide 

Carrie Welch 
Emmy Monahan 
Robin Clukey 
Julie Tibbetts 

Michael Newman 
Patty Huntley 
Richard Judd

John Nadeau 
Joyce Wiebe 
Jake Ward Sue Owen 



It’s Time to Renew your Membership for 
2016-2017

and encourage a friend to join!  
– 2016-2017 Membership Dues are Due –  

Renew or join for the 2016-2017 season now, before the 
winter activities begin: Nordic and Alpine programs, bus 
trips to Sugarloaf, spaghetti suppers, pizza dinners, slide 
lectures, Maine Huts and Trails, and the Gaspte trek in 
Quebec.  This year renewing or joining is as easy as one-
two-three: go online to the PVSC web site (http://www.
pvskiclub.org/) and follow the link at “Join US”: register 
through a SkiReg account or as a guest.  Also, check out 
PVSC’s fund-raising goals for the Nordic and Alpine racing 
programs -- upgrading grooming equipment, purchasing 
slalom gates and new timing equipment, completing the 
new starting hut at Hermon Mountain, or funding other 
PVSC activites, trips, and community-based programs.  
	 One	of	the	many	benefits	of	club	membership	is	
the corporate voucher for PVSC discounts of up to 20

percent on  lift tickets at Sugarloaf and Sunday River.. If you 
plan to ski Sugarloaf and/or Sunday River, vouchers will 
be available through the Club. (Details later.) If you plan to 
go on any of the PVSC bus trips, you will need to pay your 
dues	first.		Lift-ticket	discounts	are	also	available	at	Hermon	
Mountain -- just show your membership card.  

PVSC is an all-volunteer organization, and members are ex-
pected to work the Ski Sale, serve actively on a committee, 
or help out with Club work in some other capacity.  We need 
more volunteers to keep the Club growing and expanding.  
When you join or renew, please indicate your willingness to 
help with one of our volunteer committees: Refreshments, 
Event Planning, Ski Sale, Alpine Racing, Nordic Program, 
Trail	Maintenance,	Trip	Development,	Learn	to	Ski/Board,	
Publicity.  
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At the October 11 Club 
Membership Meeting

Sally Burke
Donald and Sandra Rogerson 
Dan and Gretchen Gagnon 
Lauren Jacobs and Daniel Perkins 
The Nadeau family 
Barbara Snow 
Gina Schuck and boys 
Patty Huntley 
Michelle, Jeremy, and Alasdair Smith 
Michael and Amy Newman
Julia, Olivia, and Anna Shearer 
Bill Cunningham 
Richard Judd 
Andrea and Brian Lee 
Tom Belanger 
Crystal Phillipps and girls 
Cindy and Bob Dunlap 
Meg and Ron Logan 
Bucky and Sue Owen 
Jim M. and Gail P. White 
Amy VanKirk 
Brian Mathieu 
Jordan Couture 
Ken and Barbe Miller 
Deanna Prince 

Robin Estey 
Ian Gillis and family 
Tom Hanson 
Peter Buzzini 
Mark DelVecchio



	 	 Snowflurries      Page 4

Racers.... and Anyone 
between Ages 8 and 14 
Looking for an Exciting 
2017 Ski Season
 With luck, the western mountain areas will be 
opening later this month, and we will be counting down to 
the 2017 racing season.  If you	are	between	the	ages	of	8	and	
14	and	can	ski	intermediate	runs	like	Hermon’s	Cloud	Nine,	

consider	the	PVSC	Racing	Program.  We’re looking forward 
to an exciting and eventful season this year, with lots of en-
thusiastic returning racers willing to help out first-timers.  We 
will be using our new portable wireless timing system again 
this year, which allows us to time our practice exercises and 
keep our races running smoothly.  As an added bonus, we 
upgraded the timing system to allow us to time dual slalom 
runs -- so expect more of these course sets.  We will run two 
sessions, with four Saturday practices each sesson on Cloud 
Nine, along with three or four “away” races and our own 
Chip Cochrane Invitational and Family Fun races at Hermon. 
 We began the PVSC Racing Development Program 
in 1999, and with solid PVSC support over the years, it 
has grown into a strong and varied platform for sharpening 
ski skills, sustaining young people’s interest in skiing, and 
introducing our young racers to the possibilities for continu-
ing Alpine racing in high school and beyond. The program 
has expanded to around forty participants, and today enjoys a 
sound reputation throughout central and northern Maine for 
its committed racers, supportive parents, unfailing enthu-
siasm, and good sportsmanship.  We are certainly proud of 
what we have accomplished, and we invite new families to 
join us this season to push the program forward.  
 Our coaches are looking forward to working with 
young skiers to improve style and performance.  Our Slim 
Melvin timing hut is in its eighth season; we’ve been work-
ing to improve our timing gear; and this year we will enjoy a 
new closed-in starting ramp on Cloud Nine at Hermon.   
 It’s	not	too	early	to	begin	thinking	about	pre-season	

conditioning	and	equipment.  You should be jogging, walk-
ing, biking, or engaged in a brief daily regimen of sit-ups, 
leg lifts, or wall sits.  Walking stairs is good conditioning for 
upper leg development, and that’s important in a slalom or 
GS course.   
 Haul out your skis and check the edges and bot-
toms for nicks and gouges: spring skiing puts a lot of wear 
and tear on skis, and you will want them in good shape for 
the start of the season.  As	in	the	past,	we	will	depend	on	
parents	for	on-the-hill	help	in	setting	gates,	starting	racers,	

working	with	the	timing	and	PA	systems,	handling	bibs,	and	

all-around	arranging	and	coordinating.		Thanks for your 
support in the past.
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Join PVSC for a Weekend of Cross-country Skiing in the Carabassett 
Valley.  We Have Reserved 15 Beds for the Weekend of February 10-12  
Trip Itinerary: 
Friday – Sunday option:  Carpool to the parking lot at the 
Long Falls Dam road Trailhead, and ski to Grand Falls, a 12 
mile trip.  There is the option of being shuttled to the Big Eddy 
Trailhead, a short distance up the road, to shorten the ski to 
7.8 miles.  We will ski along the Dead River to the Grand Falls 
Lodge, where we will spend Friday night.  Saturday morning, 
we will ski back along the Upper Dead River, past the stunning 
40-foot Grand Falls, and continue on a trail that winds through 
old growth forest with views of the Bigelows to the Flagstaff 
Hut, where we will spend the night.  Sunday, you will have 
the option to ski 11.6 miles to the Poplar Hut and back to the 
Flagstaff Trailhead parking lot, which makes for a long day, or 
to shorten the ski and return home at your leisure. The first 4.2 

miles of the trail to the Poplar Hut is flat and along the edge of 

Flagstaff Lake.  The next 1.6 miles is uphill with an elevation 
gain of 386 to the Halfway Yurt, followed by rolling hills as the 
trail winds through old Hemlock growth, ending with a chal-
lenging one mile ascent to the Poplar Hut.

Saturday-Sunday option: You can join us at the Flagstaff Hut for a one-night 
only trip.  The Flagstaff Hut Trailhead parking lot is an easy 3 mile ski or snow-
shoe to the hut. 

Price: $110.50/per person/night, plus 9% lodging tax.  This includes a hearty 
family-style dinner, breakfast and a trail lunch.  The food at the huts is outstand-
ing: locally sourced and organic ingredients whenever possible.  Gear shuttles 
are available for $35/bag.  Total cost for two nights: $240.89.  

Sleeping: Bunkrooms sleep 4-8 people on soft foam mattresses with a pillow.  
Skiers should bring sleeping bags and pillow cases.  The sleeping huts are a 
short walk to the main lodge, and everything is off the grid.  Each lodge has a 
large dining room with fireplace, game room, drying room, composting toilets, 

and potable water.   Private rooms are available at an extra cost.
For more information about the huts and amenities, please go to https://www.
mainehuts.org/discover/huts/huts-overview

Reservations: Please make your reservation before December 1st by sending 
a check made out to PVSC for the full amount to Amy VanKirk, 10 Black Bear 
Drive, Veazie, ME 04401.  If you have questions, please email Amy at mainea-
myd@gmail.com.  We reserved only 15 beds, but we may add on to this reserva-
tion if there is still space available.
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PENOBSCOT VALLEY SKI CLUB
LEARN TO SKI/SNOWBOARD PROGRAMS

2016-2017 Information
Ski and Ride Lessons with Hermon Mt. Ski School: Register on line at PVSC Web Site

LTS consists of two four-week sessions for members ages 3-Adult.  Sign up through the ski 
club for a group discount.  (PVSC subsidizes the lessons by $15.00 a member.) Member-
ship is open to all. http://www.pvskiclub.org/become-a-member/

The PVSC member price for 2016 is $65 each session for Youth (ages 3-12) and $95 for 
Teens and Adults (13+) .  This is a package deal only, including lessons, lift tickets, and 
rentals (supplied and fitted by Hermon Mt.).

 Youth ski lessons ages 3-12 begin on Saturday, January 7 at 9:30. Sessions last approximately 1 1/2 hours.  Youth ages 5-12 
can also enroll for Sundays. Youth snowboarding lessons are held on Saturday or Sunday for ages 5-12 for the same time period.  
Teens and Adults meet Friday evenings at 6:00.  Lessons last for 1 ½  hours. Skiers/Riders will be placed according to age and ability 
when signing up.  Please read the link to the ability levels if your child has some experience.  If s/he has signed up for both sessions 
s/he will be placed by the instructor for the second session. 
 Participants requiring equipment need to report to Hermon Mt  to arrange for rentals and be fitted no later than 1 

week before lessons begin. All PVSC registrations will be sent to the mountain two weeks before lessons begin to have groups ready 
to go on the first day. For more tips on Learn to Ski/Snowboard, including level descriptions, check the Hermon Mt. site at http://www.

skihermonmountain.com/learn-to-ski. Contact Barbe Miller PVSC LTS Cordinator back4ty@gmail.com, or 478-7733.  Go to 

http://www.pvskiclub.org/learn-to-ski/ for registration.

Local Bus Trips
PVSC sponsors bus trips to Alpine and Nordic ski-
ing venues, approximately once a month during the 
season. The trips leave the Park-and-Ride site just 
off I-395 between 6:30 and 7:00 AM, and leave the 

mountain in the afternoon at 4:00 sharp.  Leave the 

driving to Cyr and the low group prices to PVSC. 
Check the PVSCweb site for details, schedules, and 
prices on trips to Sugarloaf.  If Saddleback does not 
open this year (see right), we will plan trips to other 
areas.  
 Photos by Susan Lancaster

What’s Up With Saddleback?
A coalition of nonprofits has reached a verbal agreement with Saddleback 

owners to purchase the resort as a cooperative with shares owned by indi-
viduals, families and local businesses.  The effort is headed by the Saddle-
back Mountain Foundation, a group of Rangeley businesses and Saddleback 

season pass holders.  The Trust for Public Land and New England Forestry 
Foundation are working to purchase another 3,249 acres around the mount-
ian. The Foundation received $5 million in pledges over the summer when 
exploring community interest for buying the resort.  It’s uncertain whether 
the resort will open this winter.  This cooperative model is based on other 
successful similarly run ski resorts around the country. 
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Penobscot Valley Ski Club

Gaspe' Backcountry Ski Trip

2017

The Trip: North of the Maine / New Brunswick border lies Quebec's Gasp Peninsula.  Stretching out to 
the St. Lawrence Seaway, this rugged piece of Quebec is home to the Chic Choc Mountains, and some 
of the deepest snow found in eastern North America.  This winter, the Penobscot Valley Ski Club offers 
you the opportunity to tour this incredible region.  We are offering two trips this winter that will leave 
and return at the same time.  The first option,  is a Telemark/ Rondone' trip to Mines Madeline where 
you have the opportunity to summit Mont Jacques Cartier.  Participants must have advanced Telemark 
or Alpine skills and the appropriate equipment.  The second option is a hut-to-hut back-country trip on 
the Cascapedia circuit.    

Dates:  Monday, March 6th to Saturday, March 11th

Price: $400 (may change depending on the exchange rate) – includes transportation, food (except for 
one meal that each participant would purchase and prepare), lodging, park pass.  There are 7 available 
slots open for each group for a total of 16 participants (including trip leaders). Reservations are on a 
first come basis with full payment that is refundable if the cancellation is filled by another participant.

Trip Itinerary & Details: We will depart from Bangor on Monday, March 6th and head for the roadside 
cabins where the entire group will stay for the first night.  Here, we will share dinner and prepare for 
our respective ski adventures.  The Mines Madeleine group will ascend Petit Mont Sainte-Anne on 
Tuesday and stay in the same hut for the next three nights.  They plan to summit and ski several peaks 
above treeline using either Telemark or Randone' equipment with skins.  The second group will drive to 
the trail-head on Tuesday, and ski to first of two huts found within the central part of the park on the 
Cascopedia circuit.  We will explore the hilly back-country, averaging 10 miles/day.  

Food & Lodging: All meals and snacks on this trip will be provided, starting with dinner on the first 
day, and ending with lunch on the final day of the trip.  Participants will be expected to help in the 
preparation of meals throughout the trip.  We will stay in rustic cabins with bunk room style sleeping 
arrangements and wood stoves.  There will be no electricity indoor plumbing!

Equipment: Participants are required to provide skis and personal gear, including a light-weight 
sleeping bag and day pack.  Group camping equipment, including stoves and cookware will be 
provided.  A complete gear list will be provided upon registration.  A passport is required to cross the 
board into Canada.

Prerequisites: Previous back-country skiing experience is strongly recommended. Participants should 
expect the trip to be moderately physically challenging, and be capable of skiing hilly, ungroomed 
terrain for at least 6 hours a day.  The distance between the huts is 10-19km.  We will  utilize the Park's 
gear transport service.  This means that you will only need to carry a small pack with extra layers, food 
and water.  Everything else will be moved from hut to hut via snowmobile.  There are no emergency 
medical services; no communication inside the park with the outside.  
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Promoting Skiing 
Since 1936

  Ken Miller. President 
pvskiclub@gmail.com

Annette Nelligan, Vice-President  
annette nelligan@umit.maine.edu

  Lauren Jacobs, Secretary  
lauren.jacobs@maine.edu

Sally Burke, Membership
rsburke87@gmail.com

Richard Judd, Newsletter
richard.judd@umit.maine.edu

Stay Connected!

www.pvskiclub.org

Club Volunteers: Thanks, Everyone! 


