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By the way....
Season passes are now on sale at New Hermon 
Mountain.  To order your pass, fill out the form on 

the New Hermon Mountian web page and send it, 

along with a recent wallet-size picture and a check 

or money order, to New Hermon Mountain, Inc., 126 

George Road, Prospect, Maine 04981.  

Come join fellow PVSC members at our Tenth An-
nual Pizza Night, 6:00 PM at New Hermon Moun-
tain Lodge on November 10.  Skiers and snowboard-
ers can catch up on club activities, get re-acquainted 
with last year’s ski partners, meet new members, eat 
free pizza, and get involved, as we set our sights on 
the off-peak skiing season, beginning hopefully later 
this month.  In the lodge PVSC coaches will offer 
waxing clinics for Nordic and Alpine skiers, to 
help you prepare for the upcoming season.  Our 
past nine Hermon Mountain Pizza Nights saw some 
great turn-outs, with around fifty members, and if 
you’re new to the Club, this is the place to see what 
membership is all about.  We will be discussing 
the recent ski sale and plans for our upcoming ski 
programs, including Nordic and Alpine racing, Club 
meetings, trips, Quebec, Learn-to-Ski, and more.  

Excellent Turnout for Sale

With the ski season just around the corner, 
PVSC’s Ski Sale on October 17 attracted a 

host of enthusiastic families in the market for new 
equipment.  The success was the result of scores of 
volunteers roaming the aisles, at the registers and 
doors, and in the back room, plus those who helped 
with setup and take-down.  PVSC extends a hearty 
thanks to every volunteer. (pp. 2, 10.) 

This year we offer special thanks to Hermon 
Mountain for providing ski adjustments and 

raffle tickets and including a junior season pass to 
the raffle.  In addition, the New England Outdoor 
Center, which sponsors the Twin Pine Cabins and 
the River Drivers Restaurant, provided lodging for 
a weekend get-away at Millinocket Lake for our

ski Sale raffle. 

Club President Ken Miller extends his thanks 
to the volunteers, vendors and customers who 

made this success possible.  Ken reports that sales 
were up about 20 percent over last year, an increase 
that, when combined with lower advertising costs this 
year, should provide a significant boost to the Club’s 
income.  This year saw some new snowboard racks 
and other improvements in the displays, thanks to 
Tom Hanson, Peter Buzzini, and Ken.  In all, the sale 
was a successful kickoff to the season, and it prom-
ises a comfortable margin of funding for our many 
skiing and boarding adventures and opportunities 
-- trips, meetings, instruction, racing here and away, 
and general socializing with other outdoor winter 
sports enthusiasts.

New members are always welcome!   
We want to express our thanks to Bill and Marlene 
Whitcomb for hosting us at the Hermon 
facility, and to Gretchen and Dan Gagnon for provid-
ing pizza and drinks! 

Please bring a dessert to share.

Snowflurries

TenthAnnual 
PVSC Pizza Night 
at Hermon 
Mountain, 
November 10 at 
6:00 PM



Message to 
PVSC Ski 
Sale 
Volunteers
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We would like to thank all the 
volunteers for their help; without 
them, this sale could not happen. 
Once again we had a very 
successful sale, raising several 
thousand dollars for the Club.  
According to our vendors, the 
Penobscot Valley region is one 
of the strongest -- if not the	
strongest -- ski markets in the state. We have a great group of 
vendors, and this also adds to our success.  Our Alpine racing, 
Nordic, and learn to ski programs added to the Ski Sale’s suc-
cess: learners and racers need equipment too! 
 The cash register, security, and back room volunteers 
put in long hours: thanks to everyone who assisted in this 
phase of the operation.  Thanks also to those who helped with 
set-up on Friday and clean-up on Saturday afternoon.  

Photos	by	Dan	Gagnon,	Susan	Lancaster,	and	
Richard	Judd



It’s Time to Renew your Membership for 
2015-2016

and encourage a friend to join!  
– 2015-2016 Membership Dues are Due –  

Renew or join for the 2015-2016 season now, before the 
winter activities begin: Nordic and Alpine programs, bus 
trips to Sugarloaf and Saddleback, spaghetti suppers, piz-
za dinners, slide lectures, Maine Huts and Trails, and the 
Great Adventure in Quebec.  This year renewing or joining 
is as easy as one-two-three: go online to the PVSC web 
site (http://www.pvskiclub.org/) and follow the link at “Join 
US”: register through a SkiReg account or as a guest.  
Also, check out PVSC’s fund-raising goals for the Nordic 
and Alpine racing programs -- upgrading grooming equip-
ment, purchasing slalom gates and new timing equipment, 
completing the new starting hut at Hermon Mountain, or 
funding other PVSC activites, trips, and community-based 
programs.  
	 One	of	the	many	benefits	of	club	membership	is	
the corporate voucher for PVSC discounts of up to 20

percent on  lift tickets at Sugarloaf and Sunday River.. If you 
plan to ski Sugarloaf and/or Sunday River, vouchers will 
be available through the Club. (Details later.) If you plan to 
go on any of the PVSC bus trips, you will need to pay your 
dues	first.		Lift-ticket	discounts	are	also	available	at	Hermon	
Mountain -- just show your membership card.  

PVSC is an all-volunteer organization, and members are ex-
pected to work the Ski Sale, serve actively on a committee, 
or help out with Club work in some other capacity.  We need 
more volunteers to keep the Club growing and expanding.  
When you join or renew, please indicate your willingness to 
help with one of our volunteer committees: Refreshments, 
Event Planning, Ski Sale, Alpine Racing, Nordic Program, 
Trail	Maintenance,	Trip	Development,	Learn	to	Ski/Board,	
Publicity.  
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Amy VanKirk
Asher Stevenson
Bob, Cindy Dunlap
Brian, Stacy, Sarah Doore
Brian Roth
Cindy Hawkins
Craig, Molly Cyr
Dan Cassidy
Dan, Gretchen Gagnon
Deanna Prince
Don, Sandra Rogerson
Gott Family
Ian Gillis and Family
Jamie, Jon Pangburn
Jim Rose, Mindy Crandall
Jonathan, Tom Turlo
Ken Barbe, Carianne Miller
Laura, Amalena Wittmann

LaurenJacobs, Dan Perkins
Lori, Ruby Dwyer
Lowell, Leah Ruck
Nadeau Family
Pam Trembly Family
Pennie Schwartz
Peter, Cynthia  Buzzini
Regan, John, Bryce Nickels
Richard, Pat Judd
Rob, Sally Burke
Romero Family
Schuck Family
Speed Family
Sylvia, Ceile, Willie Davids
Tom Hanson
Tracey, Lake, Jeff, Skye Lindelof
Wynter, Skyler, Joy Zakariasen
Xenia Rofes

At the March 10, 2015 Annual
Awards Banquet (sorry if we missed 
your name....)
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Racers.... and anyone between ages 8 
and 14 looking for an exciting 2016 ski 
season

 With luck, the western mountain areas will be 
opening later this month, and we will be counting down to 
the 2016 racing season.  If you	are	between	the	ages	of	8	
and	14	and	can	ski	intermediate	runs	like	Hermon’s	Cloud	

Nine,	consider	the	PVSC	Racing	Program.  We’re look-
ing forward to an exciting and eventful season this year, 
with lots of enthusiastic returning racers willing to help out 
first-timers.  We will be using our new portable wireless 
timing system again this year, which allows us to time our 
practice exercises and keep our races running smoothly.  As 
an added bonus, we upgraded the timing system to allow us 
to time dual slalom runs -- so expect more of these course 
sets.  We will run two sessions, with four Saturday practices 
each sesson on Cloud Nine, along with three or four “away” 
races and our own Chip Cochrane Invitational and Family 
Fun races at Hermon. 
 We began the PVSC Racing Development Program 
in 1999, and with solid PVSC support over the years, it 
has grown into a strong and varied platform for sharpening 
ski skills, sustaining young people’s interest in skiing, and 
introducing our young racers to the possibilities for continu-
ing Alpine racing in high school and beyond. The program 
has expanded to around forty participants, and today enjoys 
a sound reputation throughout central and northern Maine 
for its committed racers, supportive parents, unfailing en-
thusiasm, and good sportsmanship.  We are certainly proud 
of what we have accomplished, and we invite new families 
to join us this season to push the program forward.  
 Our coaching staff this year includes Karen 
McLeod, Craig Cyr, and Richard Judd.  Karen’s brother 
Mike coached the team for three years while attending 
Maine Maritime Academy.  Karen, Crag, and Richard are 
looking forward to working with our skiers to improve style 
and performance.  Our Slim Melvin timing hut is in its sev-
enth season, and we’ve been working to improve our timing 
gear to time dual races and provide instant read-outs.  
 It’s	not	too	early	to	begin	thinking	about	pre-sea-

son	conditioning	and	equipment.  You should be jogging, 
walking, biking, or engaged in a brief daily regimen of sit-
ups, leg lifts, or wall sits.  Walking stairs is good condition-
ing for upper leg development, and that’s important in a 
slalom or GS course.   
 Haul out your skis and check the edges and bot-
toms for nicks and gouges: spring skiing puts a lot of wear 
and tear on skis, and you will want them in good shape for 
the start of the season.  As	in	the	past,	we	will	depend	on	
parents	for	on-the-hill	help	in	setting	gates,	starting	racers,	

working	with	the	timing	and	PA	systems,	handling	bibs,	and	

all-around	arranging	and	coordinating.		Thanks for your 
support in the past.
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We’re almost there... Events for the coming ski/board season

Trip itinerary: 

Friday: meet at Indian Hill Trading Post, Greenville; carpool to to AMC Winter parking site; leave duffles for AMC transport; 

ski out to Little Lyford  (3-4 hours); settle in (sauna available; dinner provided).  

Saturday: breakfast at Little Lyford; watch the Greenville Dogsled Races; ski to Gorman Chairback (3-4 hours); settle in 
(Sauna available; dinner provided).  

Sunday: breakfast a Gorman Chairback; ski out (3-4 hours).  

Join us for the 
Annual PVSC 
Hut-to-Hut 
Trip, February 
5 - February 7
Little Lyford 
Pond to 
Gorman Chair-
back

  Trip will be of moderate difficulty (similar to last year) and equivalent to about two loops around the Bangor For-
est (about 10 km) per day.  Space is limited and reserved for PVSC members.  You will need to reserve by December 4.  (Those after 
this date will be on a space available basis.) To book, call AMC Reservations at 603-466-2727, reserve through the Penobscot Valley 
Ski Club Reservation # 307023, and contact PVSC trip leader Dan Cassidy (d.cassidy@myfairpoint.net, or 207-249-5345. 
Costs: Little Lyford $118; Gorman Chairback $141; gear transport between lodges $25.  Total: $284.  Interested?		Check	for	further	
information	on	thePVSC	website.		
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PENOBSCOT VALLEY SKI CLUB
LEARN TO SKI/SNOWBOARD PROGRAMS

2015-2016 Information
Ski and Ride Lessons with Hermon Mt. Ski School: Register on line at PVSC Web Site

LTS consists of two four-week sessions for members ages 3-Adult.  Sign up through the ski 
club for a group discount.  (PVSC subsidizes the lessons by $15.00 a member.) Member-
ship is open to all. http://www.pvskiclub.org/become-a-member/

The PVSC member price for 2016 is $65 each session for Youth (ages 3-12) and $95 for 
Teens and Adults (13+) .  This is a package deal only, including lessons, lift tickets, and 
rentals (supplied and fitted by Hermon Mt.).

 Youth ski lessons ages 3-12 begin on Saturday, January 2 at 9:30. Sessions last approximately 1 1/2 hours.  Youth ages 5-12 
can also enroll for Sundays. Youth snowboarding lessons are held on Saturday or Sunday for ages 5-12 for the same time period.  
Teens and Adults meet Friday evenings at 6:00 beginning on January 8, 2016. Lessons last for 1 ½  hours. Skiers/Riders will be placed 
according to age and ability when signing up.  Please read the link to the ability levels if your child has some experience.  If s/he has 
signed up for both sessions s/he will be placed by the instructor for the second session. 
 Participants requiring equipment need to report to Hermon Mt  to arrange for rentals and be fitted no later than 1 

week before lessons begin. All PVSC registrations will be sent to the mountain two weeks before lessons begin to have groups ready 
to go on the first day. For more tips on Learn to Ski/Snowboard, including level descriptions, check the Hermon Mt. site at http://www.

skihermonmountain.com/learn-to-ski. Contact Barbe Miller PVSC LTS Cordinator back4ty@gmail.com, or 478-7733.  Go to 

http://www.pvskiclub.org/learn-to-ski/ for registration.

PVSC Spaghetti Dinner, October 13, 2015 

PVSC members enjoyed a free spaghetti supper at the Church of Universal 
Fellowship in Orono on October 13.  Following dinner, we were treated to to
a pair of talks on ski equipment in keeping with the upcoming Ski Sale.  Eli 
Pangburn, a veteran of the CVA racing program and long-time skier, gave us 
a quick overview of new developments in alpine skiing. Lauren Jacobs, 
who participated in the Gould Academy cross-country program and went on 

to ski for the Bates Nordic team, discussed new types of equipment for Nordic 
racing and recreation.  We were able to get only a partial list of those who attended: 
Bob and Cindy Dunlap, Donald and Sandra Rogerson, Richard Judd, Kristie Miner 

and Aaron, Isaac, and Eli Hoshides, Julian Wiggins, Kate Locke, Ken and Barbe 

Miller, Lauren Jacobs, Stan and Melinda Blake, Amy Van Kirk, Dina Cassidy, 

Aiden Gordon, Valerie Nelson, Brian Young, Tracey, Lake, Jett, and Skye 

Lindelof, Jason and Jon Pangburn, Gina, Peter and Jack Schuck, and Sally Burke.  

Fifty to sixty people were at the supper / meeting.  



Greetings PVSC Members,
It may not feel like winter is really beginning to return to the North-
east with that familiar chill in the air and the season’s first flakes of 

snow; but rest assured it is coming, and of course, that means it’s 
time to dig out your skis and start planning for the upcoming PVSC 
Quebec Trip! 
 Whether you’re a ski trip annual, biennial or have never 
been before, you should consider making the PVSC Quebec Trip a 
vacation destination this season. As in past years, we will ski three 
fantastic mountains, Mont Sainte Anne, Le Massif, and Stoneham, 
all equally beautiful and well worth the trip. Again this year we’re 
stepping up our ski opportunities by offering our members Night 
Skiing on Thursday and an Extra Day of Downhill and Cross Coun-
try Skiing at Mt. Sainte Anne! Which means you will now have the 
option to ski Stoneham or Mt. Sainte Anne on Saturday. As Quebec 
trip alumni know, these three popular mountains offer outstanding 
snow conditions and impeccably groomed trails, where pure skiing 
pleasure is an everyday reality. There’s something for skiers at ev-
ery level, from the beginner to the expert. Whether you’re looking 
for the safety and leisure of the Green Trails, or the challenge of the 
Double Black Diamond, these mountains have it all. And for you 
cross country enthusiasts, there’s 150 miles of Canada’s longest 
network of classic and skating style trails at beautiful Mont Sainte 
Anne. This year we will be staying at the Hilton Quebec in down-
town Quebec City. This magnificent hotel is located next to old 

Quebec and overlooks the St. Laurence Seaway where ships pass 
daily going to and from the Great Lakes, the Parliament Building, 
and Old Quebec City. The Hilton provides a multitude of ameni-
ties. Aside from the many local attractions, guests at this perfectly 
situated Quebec City Hotel can work out in the fitness center, swim 

laps in the heated outdoor pool or simply relax with a drink in the 
Allegro Bar. Enjoy a delicious meal at the Allegro Restaurant and 
choose from a mouthwatering menu of international cuisine which 
showcases the best fresh, local produce. Or maybe you would rather 
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Quebec 2016!

take advantage of the hotel’s knowledgeable Concierge and 
make a reservation for dinner out in one of the many fine 

restaurants in Quebec. For a really exciting and unique experi-
ence, the ice toboggan run is a short walk from our hotel, as 
well as the public ice skating rink. You will not want to miss 
exploring the oldest part of the city with cobblestone streets, 
historic buildings, interesting museums, quaint little shops 
and endless possibilities for French cuisine; experiencing Old 
Quebec is a must. So take a moment, read the enclosed mate-
rial and consider putting “The Quebec Trip” on your fam-
ily calendar this year. It is always a great time, an excellent 
opportunity to ski with family and friends, explore a beautiful 
city and have a unique experience with the PVSC family. Just 
fill out the registration form on line, return with deposit, and 

start dreaming of fresh powder on the slopes!

Sincerely Yours, Doug Bears
For information and registration go to http://
wwww. pvskiclub.org/quebec-trip/



Choc Mountains and some of the deepest snow found in eastern North America. We will ski along a back-
country hut system that brings us through the heart of the park and around the Mt. Logan Circuit. Dates: Tues-
day, March 15th to Sunday, March 20th.

Price: $395 – includes transportation, food, lodging, park pass. There are 6 available slots open for a total of 
8 participants. This trip is only open to active members of the Penobscot Valley Ski Club. Registration will be 
on a first-come, first-serve basis, starting November 1st. To register, email: maineamyd@gmail.com. Payment 

of the full amount will be expected within two weeks of registration. Once the eight openings for the trip are 
filled, the trip organizers will maintain a waiting list. If a registrant wishes to cancel, the trip organizer should 

be informed, and that spot will be offered to those on the waiting list. If the position is filled, the original regis-
trant will receive a refund minus $30.00. Checks should be made to the Penobscot Valley Ski Club, and mailed 
to Amy VanKirk, 10 Black Bear Drive, Veazie, ME 04401. 

Trip Itinerary & Details: We will depart from Bangor early on Tuesday, March 15th and head for Relais Chic 
Choc. Here, we will spend the night in a Scandinavian-style cottage and prepare to ski into the Chic Chocs the 
next day. Wednesday through Saturday, we will explore the back-country huts found within the western part 
of the park on the Mt. Logan Circuit. On Sunday, we will ski out to our vehicles at the trail-head, and return to 
Bangor, Maine. Expect a late arrival home. Food & Lodging: All meals and snacks on this trip will be pro-
vided, starting with dinner on the first day, and ending with lunch on the final day of the trip. Participants will 

be expected to help in the preparation of meals throughout the trip. We will stay in rustic cabins with bunk 
style sleeping arrangements, wood stoves and out-houses. There will be no electricy or indoor plumbing after 
the first night! Our first night at the Relais cottage will give us the opportunity to organize and pack the for the 

hut-to-hut journey. 

Equipment: Participants are required to provide skis (waxless back-country with metal edges are recommend-
ed), boots, poles, and personal gear, including a light-weight sleeping bag and day backpack. Group camping 
equipment, including stoves and cookware will be shared by the group. A complete gear list will be provided 
upon registration. There is a weight limit on the gear-shuttle. Leave the kitchen sink at home! A passport is 

required to cross the border. Prerequisites: Previous back-country skiing experience is strongly recommended. 
Participants should be capable of skiing hilly terrain for at least 6 hours a day. In some areas, the trails have 

been packed by the sleds, but one should anticipate breaking trail after fresh snow. The distance between the 
huts is 10-19km. We will utilize the Park’s gear transport service. This means that you will only need to carry 

a small pack with extra layers, food and water. Everything else will be moved from hut to hut via snowmobile. 

We will be out of communication range (phone and internet) while in the back-country. Penobscot Valley Ski 
Club Gaspe Backcountry Ski Trip Environment & Weather: The weather in the Gaspe can be highly unpredict-
able, especially during the winter months. Snow, sleet, ice, rain, and bitter wind-chills are all possibilities, as 
well as bright sunshine. Only in the most extreme cases would we consider canceling the trip due to weather. 

See Page 9....

PVSClub
Gaspe Backcountry Ski 

Trip
In March of 2016, the PVSC 

will offer a back-country ski 
trip to Quebec’s Gaspesie Na-
tional Park. The park is located 
on a peninsula in St. Lawrence 
Seaway, and is home to Chic



Gaspe Trip (continued): We will simply adapt to deal with the challenges that Mother Nature provides. Prepa-
ration is an important part of the trip. The trip leaders will help participants pack appropriately for the range of 
conditions, and in con sideration of the weight limit on the gear transport. Pre-trip meeting: Prior to leaving for 
the trip, we will have a group meeting to discuss proper preparation, including equipment, expectations, indi-
vidual concerns, and other final details. We also may schedule a “practice” ski in the Bangor area.

Risk & Liability: Winter back-country skiing, as with any active outdoor pursuit, has inherent risks. These 
risks include, but are not limited to, muscle sprains and strains, broken bones, frostbite and hypothermia. We 
will stay together as a cohesive group. The trip organizers may make last minute changes to the itinerary if an 
unsafe situation arises. Participants will be asked to fill out a liability waiver form and medical release form as 
part of the registration process. Trip Coordinators: Amy VanKirk and Dan Cassidy are volunteering to lead this 
trip. They both went on a backcountry ski trip to the Gaspe last year. If you have questions, please contact Amy: 
949-8484 maineamyd@gmail.com, Dan: d.cassidy@myfairpoint.net. Neither Amy nor Dan are back-country 
ski experts or professional guides, but they do have some back-country ski and camping experience. 

Local Bus Trips to Saddleback and Sugarloaf: Leave the driving to Cyr and the low 
group prices to Jim Rose. (Thanks, Jim!)  Check the Penobscot Valley Ski Club web site for details, schedules, 
and prices. Photos by Susan Lancaster
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Return to: 
Cindy Dunlap
7 Woodland Drive
Orono, ME 04473
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Promoting Skiing 
Since 1936

  Ken Miller. President 

pvskiclub@gmail.com

Peter Buzzini, Vice President  

peter.buzzini@ubs.com

  Annette Nelligan, Secretary

 annette_nelligan@

umit.maine.edu

Sally Burke, Membership

rsburke87@gmail.com

Richard Judd, Newsletter

richard.judd@umit.maine.edu

Stay Connected!

Volunteers at the Ski Sale: Thanks, Everyone! 

Tim and Rhonda Leach, Gretchen Schaefer, Belle Ryder, Melissa Spahr, Brian Prince, Laurie Cyr, 

Katie Quirk, Benjamin Speed, Gail White, Jim White, Matt Cyr, Barbara Boone, Tom Belanger, 

Gretchen Dyer-Gagnon, Jason and Jaime Pangburn, Rochard Reinhart, Ken Sokoloski, Timothy 

Bruce, Andrea Lee, Jill Hein, Jason and Angie Willard, Connie Barnes, Tom Violette, Tim and 

Melissa Spahr, Peter Van Walsum, Ken, Barbe and Carianne Miller, Rob Bullard, Anika Noack,  

Naomi Noack, Leah Noack, Dan Gagnon, Don Rogerson, Dana Hein, Susan Hein, Katy Hein,  

Ian Gillis, Greg and Joanna Askins, John Nadeau, Paul Blood, Lori Dwyer,  Sonja Hubbard,  

Gina Schuck, Kim, Glenn and Brandon Severance, Stan Blake,  Cindy Mitchell, Brian Lee,  

Deanna Prince, David Small,  Karen Hover, Charlotte Carrier, Jane Veervaert, Jonathan Rubin,  

Cynthia and Peter Buzzini, Sally Burke, Susan Lancaster, Chris Pepin, Robin Clukey,  Doug Bears, 

Tom Hanson, Kristie Miner, Greg Hawkins, Rob Burke, Mitchell Gott, Jake Ward. 


