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Snowflurries
Got Snow!
It’s been a slow start to the season, but the snow is here!  

Sugarloaf reports 17 inches of new snow this past week, 
and the groomers are working some 30 of the mountain’s 160 
runs. Hermon Mountain gained eight inches in the past few 
days, providing14-20 inches of groomed packed powder on 
6  of  20 Trails.  BigRock fared well over the past couple of 
weeks with 24 inches on 6 of its 35 runs.  Sunday River has 
40 trails open, and the Saddleback web site reports a late Jan-
uary opening this season.  The Friends of Squaw Mountain, 
dedicated to maintaining the mountain for affordable family 
skiing, is looking forward to another successful season with 
some new additions: 5 K groomed cross country ski trails; 
3 additional snow guns; a beginner area rope tow surface 
lift; a new food vendor, and various lodge and infrastructure 
improvements

Thanks to good publicity, skiers and snowboarders are 
showing solid interest in PVSC programs, with strong 

enrollments in Learn-to-Ski/Board, Nordic, and Alpine.  
The Racing Development Program anticipates around 30 
participants, with many veteran racers returning this year 
to help new racers learn the ropes.  And remember: we’re 
opening up the Saturday morning practice slalom and GS 
runs to anyone who would like to try out their skills after our 
regular practice is over at around noon.  We’re also planning 
a weekday evening practice for our racers. We’ll be on Cloud 
Nine at Hermon Mountain on the 9th, with a pre-season 
parents’ meeting on the 8th.  Watch for emails regarding all 
upcoming PVSC events and programs.  On Right: Sugarloaf 
Timberline lift; Hermon Mountain skiers headed for Cloud 
Nine; and Sunday River with a fresh coat of snow.   

January Meeting: Pot-luck supper and 
Winter Backcountry Adventure with Mike 
Smith!

At our January 20 meeting, Mike Smith, Program Director for the 
Maine Winter Sports Center, will describe the adventure of winter 
backcountry travel in Maine and on Quebec’s Gaspe Peninsula. 
He’ll share tips and tricks to make your next backcountry adven-
ture easier and more enjoyable. Finally, you’ll hear about Maine 
Winter Sports Center programs available to Mainers of all ages 
interested in getting outside in winter.  Mike has been actively 
involved in outdoor sports for the last 16 years. His experiences in-
clude leading backpacking, sea kayaking, and canoe trips in Maine. 
He teaches swiftwater rescue, leads kayak trips in Central and 
South America, and teaches nordic and backcountry skiing at home in the northeast. 
Mike will be our speaker at the January 20th (Wednesday), meeting, 6:00 pm, Birch Street Senior 
Center (10 Birch Street), Orono.  Please come and enjoy the talk and the company, and bring a dish to 
share -- dessert, main course, or salad.  
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Prep your skis!  It’s as easy as one, two, three (four).

Alpine Racing:  Practice Begins 
January 9; Races Later in January
 The PVSC Racing Development Program is ready to hit 
the slopes with a good mix of returning and new racers and some 
great new timing equipment to try out.  There is still time to send in 
your registration for our first session, which starts on January 9! 

 Our coaching staff, Richard Judd, Karen McLeod, Craig 

Cyr, and Ian Gillis, is looking forward to guiding new racers and 

vets through the ins and outs of Alpine racing.  This year with 
Squaw Mountain operating, our racers will once again have an 

opportunity to compete with the Greenville Red Eagles on the very 

exciting Kennebec Run, which has been challenging PVSC racers 

since the mid-1970s.  We are looking forward to continuing the tra-
dition, with Coaches Rocky and Betsy Rockwell guiding the Red 

Eagles.  Greenville hosts some of the most talented young racers in 

Maine, and PVSC is proud to continue our long history of friendly 

competition.  The Red Eagles are enthustiastic young racers, well 

matched to our own PVSC group in experience and team size. 

If you have questions about the Racing Development Program, 

check the PVSC website or contact Gina Schuck, Racing 

Development Coordinator, at pvscracing@gmail.com.  

Tips from a 16-year veteran 
back-country Maine winter 

traveler 
   - pre-trip planning and what to 
carry with you when you are in the 
back-country; 

   - preventing, recognizing, and 

treating hypothermia and frostbite 

should that occur on the trail;
   - energy needs (food and hydra-
tion), water procurement in sub-

freezing temperatures;
   - snow shelter basics for Maine 

and elsewhere;
   - rescue signal devices. 
The meeting is sponsored by 
PVSC and is free to the public. 

Sugarloaf/Sunday River Corporate Ticket Vouchers have arrived for PVSC Members! Each voucher can be redeemed for up to 4 

tickets at reduced prices ($70/adult; $58/teen; $48/Junior or Senior). These lift tickets ordinarily cost $86/adult, $70/teen (13-18) and 

$60/junior (6-12) or senior (65+). A family of 4 earns back the cost of club membership in one outing! We are the only club in the state 

with the opportunity to obtain vouchers; if you haven’t joined yet go to http://www.pvskiclub.org/become-a-member/ and join today! 

You must bring your membership card to the ticket window to redeem your voucher. Email skiclub@pvskiclub.org if you would like 

any vouchers! 

Mike Smith: Cross-
Country adventure 
PVSC pot-luck Dinner
Wednesday, January 20, 2016, 6 PM, Orono Senior Center, 10 Birch Street, 

Orono  (Just past Rose’s Bike shop, next to the Orono Library)



Quebec! February 17-20: An Update From Doug
Three mountains, hundreds of great trails, perfect grooming!
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Skiers: Welcome to the PVSC 
Racing Development Team! 
 

The PVSC Racing Development Program is ready to kick off the 
season with around 25 young skiers already signed up. There is 

still time to join -- show up at practice on Saturday, January 9, and 
we can sign you up at the mountain.  Coaches Richard Judd,  Karen 
McLeod, Craig Cyr, and Ian Gillis are ready with new ideas for 
perfecting racing techniques, and are looking forward to working 
with the team.  Here are answers to questions you may have about 
the program:

1. The first session dates are as follows: January 9, 16, 23, and 30 

(snow conditions permitting).  The team will practice on Saturdays 
from 8:30 to 12:00 at Hermon Mountain on Cloud Nine (again, 
conditions permitting).

2. Before practice, racers and parents should check in at the table to 
the right inside the lodge door coming in from the parking lot.  Ski-
ers who have selected the punch-card option can pick the cards 
up at the table.  Card holders will be responsible for keeping their 
own cards. On the first day we will provide name tags for skiers’ 

helmets so the coaches can identify them – even when they are all 
geared up and hiding behind goggles.

3. Racers must wear helmets.

4. Before each practice, skiers should warm up with a couple of 
practice runs with a buddy or a coach.

5. At the start of practice, racers will meet at the top of Cloud 
Nine. After each run, they should stop at the finish line to talk 

with the coaches about their technique.

6. Racers who need a break during the practice can return to 

the lodge.  On most days there will be a PVSC parent at the 
check-in table. Parents must stay to monitor their own children, 
unless they make arrangements with another parent or with me. 
(Because some of our racers are very young, we must be extra 
diligent about their safety and whereabouts.)

7.  Racing Development Director Gina Schuck will check in 
with New Hermon on Friday nights or Saturday mornings to be 
sure conditions are cooperating.  If a practice or race is canceled, 
she will inform you all via e-mail.  When the weather looks 
questionable, you should check your e-mail before driving to 
the mountain.

Feel free to contact Gina Schuck at pvscracing@gmail.com if 
you have any questions or concerns.  You will receive regular 
updates on racing dates and other events via email.

Left: Start Ramp 

Lineup, Family 

Race; right: dual 

slalom course, 

Family Race, 

March 2012 

Hello Quebec Travelers: 

The PVSC Quebec Trip has run since the 1950s. During that time we’ve 

stayed at various hotels around the Quebec City area. The largest group was 
186 members in 4 busses – school busses in fact: can you imagine?  The 
smallest number was in 2011 with only 72 members. If the Club runs with 
only one bus, we will not be able to offer the courtesy of of a late morning 
bus to the ski areas or a mid-day return bus to the hotel. 
 The Hilton, which will be accommodating us this year, is a down-
town hotel adjacent to the Old City, offering a very nice outside heated pool. 
Unlike the Chateau Frontenac, where we’ve stayed for the last several years, 

it does not offer an inside pool.  
 Please be sure passports for all travelers are up to date and are 
where you can put your hands on them.

Quebec Hilton -- right in the thick of things



Racing Development 2015
Objective: To enhance skiing ability and develop racing skills for 8-14 year-old members of  PVSC
Schedule (dates subject to change due to snow conditions)
 Session 1: January  9, 16, 23, 30
 Session 2: February 6, 13 (no meeting on spring break), 27, March 5 (makeup practices TBA)
 Races (subject to change)
:  J. P. Parisien Memorial Race at Lost Valley (Auburn): Sunday, January 17 (not on MLK Day)
 Chip Cochrane Invitational Race at New Hermon Mtn.: Sunday, January 24
 Squaw Mountain Plum Creek Timber Classic (Red Eagles) Sunday, Feburary  21
 Family Fun Race at New Hermon: Sunday, March 6
 Big Rock Mars Hill Winterfest Race: Saturday, March 13

Racing Development gives young (ages 8-14) skiers an opportunity to improve their skiing technique and develop racing skills.  Pro-
spective participants should be independent in gearing up and riding lifts, and should have skills commensurate with graduates of the 
Learn to Ski Program.  No racing experience is necessary, but skiers should be developing parallel skiing skills and be skiing interme-
diate terrain.  Racing instruction will also be available for high school racers and racing program graduates ages 14-18 by permission.
  The Racing Development Program will practice each Saturday morning from 8:30 to 12:00 at Hermon Mountain from Janu-
ary through February.  Additionally racers will be encouraged to participate in  3-4 optional junior races on Sundays throughout the 
season, as well as the popular Family Fun Race in March with siblings, parents, volunteers, and coaches at Hermon Mountain.
 The Racing Development Program does not hold tryouts.  In the interest of skier safety the coaching staff may refer some ski-
ers to the Advanced Learn to Ski Program if that program is better suited to that individual’s skills.
 Registration material is available on the web site under “Programs.”  Those interested in learning more about the program 
should e-mail Gina Schuck at pvscracing@gmail.com. We look forward to seeing new and familiar faces on the 
mountain.  
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	 PVSC	Directors	and	Officers

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

President    Ken Miller pres.pvskiclub@gmail.com
Vice President   Peter Buzzini peter.buzzini@ubs.com
Treasurer    Cynthia Buzzini cbuzzini@roadrunner.com
Secretary    Annette Nelligan annette_nelligan@umit.maine.edu

COMMITTEE CHAIRS

Alpine Committee   Gina Schuck  pvscracing@gmail.com
Nordic Committee   Peter Buzzini  peter.buzzini@ubs.com
Membership, Publicity  Sally Burke  skiclub@pvskiclub.org
Trips    Jim Rose   jimrose@rosebike.com
Fundraising   Chris Pepin  cpepin@gmail.com
Finance    Dan Cassidy  d.cassidy@myfairpoint.net

BOARD MEMBERS

Deanna Prince   dprince@maine.ed
Richard Judd   richard_judd@umit.maine.edu
Dan Gagnon   geese699@yahoo.com

Groomers have been out a 
few times this week pack-
ing down the first snowfall 
to establish a base. Our 
new roller/compactor is 
working well. 
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All This in One Club! Be a Part of all that PVSC has 
to offer:

A presence in Maine since 1936, along with good food and fellowship 
at monthly meetings throughout the season...; 

information about area winter sports; Nordic and Alpine racing...; 

new friends; adult competition opportunities; 

fabulous bus trips to Quebec, Sugarloaf, and Saddleback; ... and 
for all our Club volunteers, the satisfaction of a job well done!



Snowflurries Newsletter
Return to: 
Cindy Dunlap
7 Woodland Drive
Orono, ME 04473
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Promoting Skiing 
Since 1936

  Ken Miller. President 
pvskiclub@gmail.com

Peter Buzzini, Vice President  
peter.buzzini@ubs.com

  Annette Nelligan, Secretary
 annette_nelligan@

umit.maine.edu

Sally Burke, Membership
rsburke87@gmail.com

Richard Judd, Newsletter
richard.judd@umit.maine.edu

Stay Connected!

Club Events... Buses to Sugarloaf: January 10, February 21, March 5 (both 
the bus trip sign-up form and Penobscot Valley Ski Club Release must be mailed with payment to 
trip coordinator Jim Rose 5 days before the trip; see web site).  The Penobscot Ski Bash, TBA: 
The Ski Bash is an all-ages event designed to introduce cross-country skiing to kids, families, and 
adults. Experienced skiers also welcome.  Participants will try their hand at a wide variety of activi-
ties, including an obstacle course, races, and laser biathlon. Free rentals are available on a first-come, 
first-serve basis.  Food, drinks -- and hot chocolate.  Alpine Racing: J.P. Parisien Memorial Race 
(Lost Valley/Auburn): January 17; Chip Cochrane Invitational Race (Hermon): January 24; Plum 
Creek (Squaw Mountain), February 21; Family Fun Race (Hermon): March 6; Big Rock Winterfest: 
March 13. PVSC Youth Nordic Program: The Orono ski program is open to kids in grades 
4-8, and will meet several days per week. No experience is necessary, and all skiers will have race 
opportunities. Contact Peter Buzzini (Peter.Buzzini@ubs.com, or visit the PVSC web site.  In Orono 
Katie Quirk will coordinate a cross-country program for elementary-school-aged kids, meeting one 
afternoon a week starting at 3:30 p.m. Email Katie (kquirkster@gmail.com) for information.  Que-
bec Trip: Wednesday, February 17 through Saturday, February 20 -- PVSC’s Classic Ski Vacation 
and the best skiing in the East.  PVSC Annual Banquet,  Awards Ceremony, and Silent 
Auction: The club’s gala wrap-up to the season: enjoy a scrumptious catered dinner and good 
conversation, watch the youth program participants receive their awards, and participate in the Silent 
Auction. March 8 at the Elks Club.  

Renew your 2016 Membership... and encourage a 
friend to join!  It’s time to pay dues for the 2016 season. Remember: you will 
need to be a paid-up member to participate in Club programs, trips, and other activities.


