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Snowflurries
The Season: Snow,  Rain and Back
This has been an unusual year for skiers’ weath-

er, with a mix of too warm and too cold.  Our 
ski areas have settled in and are enjoying a perfect 
combination of natural and artificial snow.  Alpine 
Racing hosted its first race of the season at Hermon 
Mountain, with around 50 participatants from Fort 
Kent, Greenville, and Mars Hill. Local Nordic skiing 
has been rough, but as you will see on pages 6-7, 
there is some fantastic skiing to be had if you head 
north. 
 Below are some membership benefits you 
may not know of: Rose Bike and Ski Shop in Orono 
is offering a 10% discount to all members.  Jim Rose, 
PVSC member, is the operator of this business and 
sells bicycles and Nordic skis and skates.  

 Ski Rack Sports in Bangor also offers a 10% 
discount to PVSC members on all merchandise: ski 
and snowboard equipment, clothing, bicycles and ac-
cessories, and water sports equipment in season.  
 Hermon Mountain offers a 10% discount on 
full and half-day lift tickets to members.  Hermon Mt. 
also offers mounting and binding adjustment and tune-
ups at very reasonable rates in the rental shop. 
 PVSC has corporate tickets for Sugarloaf and 
Sunday River. Contact Sally Burke to request tickets.  
 Please remember to bring your membership 
cards along when visiting the above businesses.  Enjoy 
the snow, and we look forward to seeing you at our 
Alpine and Nordic practices and races, our club meet-
ings, and especially our Awards Banquet in March. 
Details to follow.  

Hermon Mountain
PVSC runs two of its most important pro-

grams at Hermon Mountain: Learn to Ski/ 
Board; and Alpine Racing.  Night  skiing on 
groomed trails is available on weekdays from 3 
PM to 9 PM  with half-day, and full-day prices.  
Learn to Ski/Board and Racing Development 
are up and running, so come out this weekend 
and watch our young racers and learners at 
work.  Our Nordic and Alpine racing events are 
proceeding on schedule, so join in, and enjoy 
the winter!  

in Bangor, the Club provided 
pizza and beverages and members 
brought the desserts and salads for 
a nice mixed repast. .  

Members were treated to the 
film,  “All.I.Can,” a stunning 

movie presenting big-mountain 
skiing on six continents, from Mo-
rocco to Chile and Greenland, with 
ground-breaking cinematography. 
The film was awarded the 2011 
“Best Feature-Length Mountain 
Film prize at the Banff Mountain 
Film Festival. Inspired to do skiing 
like this? head West! If not, try our 
own Hermon Mountain. 

There will be no general meeting in February, but we are all looking forward to the March Awards Banquet 
on the second Tuesday of the month.  At the January meeting, held at the Essex Street Church

Looking Forward to the March Banquet!
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At the January Meeting
Sally and Rob Burke 
Dan Perkins and Lauren Jacobs 
Anya, Asha and Sudeep Shrestha 
Barbe, Ken, Sarabeth, and Carianne Miller 
Julie Lamoreau 
Karen Hover 
Steve Pfister 
Roger George 
John Wiebe 
Patty Huntley 
Tom Hanson 
Finn Bondeson 
Dan and Grethen Gagnon 
Darnel, John, JC and Elyse Nadeau 
Julia Shearer 
Lisa, Chance and Rich Romero 
(Sorry if we missed you.)  

Learn to Ski and Board: Another Busy Season

Photos by Ken and Barbe 
Miller
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Learn to Ski/ Snowboard on the Slopes at Hermon  
The 2018 season brought out a hardy bunch of new skiers and riders for the PVSC Alpine Learn to Ski & Snowboard program at 
New Hermon Mountain.  Temperatures have ranged from frigid to mild, but  the snowmaking and new snow at the mountain provid-
ed excellent learning conditions.  Our new skiers and boarders were on the slopes in force, with everyone gathering at the ski school 
meeting place in front.  The Snowflakes began learning control, starting with a wedge, while the older Blizzards practiced making 
parallel turns.  

Photos by Barbe Miller

Lost Valley JP Parisian Race, February 4  
 Several PVSC Alpine 
racers traveled to Auburn  on 
February 4 to participate in the 
annual Lost Valley JP Parisian 
Race. The Lost Valley race 
attracts top junior skiers from all 
over the state, including those 
from CVA and Gould Academy.  
It  provides some stiff competi-
tion for our racers, but it makes 
for a good beginning-of-the-sea-
son trial.  On the left is PVSC’s 
Oliver Cyr just leaving the 
starting gate for a quick run on 
the morning slalom course, and 
on right the PVSC racing gang 
with coaches Craig and Scott.  
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Chip Cochrane Invitational, Hermon Mountain, Sunday, January 21
On January 21 PVSC hosted the annual Chip Cochran In-

vitational Alpine Race at Hermon Mountain, an event that 

hosted around 50 racers including our own PVSC racers, 

Greenville’s Red Eagles; and Valley Racing Team from 

Fort Kent, and a new team from Mars Hill.  Twenty-six 

of these young racers were from PVSC, some of them in 

their first competition.  This gave PVSC its second oppor-
tunity to use the new Hermon Mountain  racing ramp at 

the top of Cloud Nine -- which gets all our racers off to a 
fast start. 

 We had a wonderful day for a race -- a break 

from the cold weather -- and completed the event, two 

runs of slalom and two of GS, in good time to get racers 

and their families back home at an early hour.  At right: 

Red Eagles’ Coach Rocky Rockwell and team. 
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Camden Snowbowl: 

Our Racers in Action

On January 28, our PVSC 

racers traveled to the Cam-

den Snowbowl for the 2018 

Snowbowl Seacoast Classic, 

where they raced against some 

of the best middle-school 

skiers in the state on the 

black-diamond Mussel Ridge 

trail. The course was set as 

a  “Kombi” race, consisting 

of part giant slalom and part 

slalom,with a small jump to-

ward the bottom to add a little 

more excitement. The course 

was designed to challenge the 

racers’ ability to transition 

from the tighter slalom gates 

to GS and the back to slalom. 

More than 120 racers attended 

from as far away as Fort Kent 

and Sugarloaf. 

Coming UP: Backcountry Ski Trip to the Ka-

tahdin Woods and Waters National Monument

Dates: March 1-4, 2018 with the option of arriving on the morn-

ing of Friday, March 2. (We will pull our gear in sleds)

Friday: Start from Bowlin Camps (8 miles off Route 159), ski 
south in the NM 5.5 miles to Big Spring Brook Hut, and do an 

out-and-back side trip of 6 miles that afternoon to Look Out View 

via the Lookout Trail.

Saturday: Ski north 7 miles to the Haskell Hut and a visit Grand 

Pitch View Point on the East Branch.

Sunday: Ski north 8 miles to the Matagamon Parking Lot on 

Route 159, then proceed along the west bank of the East Branch, 
then along the North Entrance Gate Road to Route 159. 

Total Primary Mileage: about 20.5 miles

Total Optional Side Trip Mileage: about 8.5 miles

The National Monument huts are free, but a donation from the 

group would be nice since we would be using their firewood and 
propane, etc. Some of the group have expressed an interest in 

staying in a housekeeping cabin at Bowlin Camps on the night of 

March 1. (The cost of one large housekeeping cabin per night at 

Bowlin Camps that people could share ranges from $165 to $185 

for 2 guests to $185 for 4 guests to $ 255 for 6.

guests to $325 for 8 guests.

Check the PVSC Website for details on joining the group. 



PVSC 2018 Nordic Lodge to Lodge Trip
The Club’s tradition of an annual Lodge-to-Lodge trip continued with a group of 14 skiing between West Branch Pond Camps and 
the Appalachian Mountain Club ‘s new Medawisla Lodge.  

Trip Log
Friday, February 2: Departure was about 7:30 AM in a snowstorm to our meeting spot at the Indian Hill Trading Post, above 
Greenville.  On the last leg, we beat the snowplows, but were able to easily drive through 6 inches of fresh powder on the road into 
West Branch Pond Camps (WBPC).  Here we met up with proprietor, master chef, chief trail groomer, and director of all things, at 
West Branch Pond Camps, Eric Sterling.  The camp is a traditional cluster of log cabins,, with a central cookhouse that has been in 
Eric’s family for generations.
 Eric orchestrated our snowmobile gear transport to Medawisla with uncle Chuck and our group set out by 11:30AM with 
crisp clear skies for the 8.2 mile trail to Medawisla.  The trail gradually climbed with views of the White Cap mountain range 
behind, before turning into a descent with view of flat-topped Big Spencer Mountain in the distance ahead.  Underway temperatures 
dropped from the high teens to 0°F with a moderate headwind.    Bill Cunningham made it in in 1hr45 minutes.  The mere mortals in 
the rest of the group were in at about 3 hours.
 The group settled into Medawisla with it’s large central lodge surrounded by smaller cabins.  Dinner was salad, soup, 
grilled swordfish, polenta, spinach and cheesecake desert (needed to make up for calories burned on the trail),

Saturday, February 3: The dawn temperature was a -12°, with a prediction of a high of -8°F.  After a breakfast of quiche, bacon, 
cantaloupe and bagels, with appropriate layering of clothes, the group set out at 10 AM.  With no wind, the ski back seemed warmer 
than day 1.
 After settling in at West Branch, some went out for a ski, others cleared a small skating rink on the lake where a “pick up” 
hockey game with Eric and Mildred’s kids Avis and Oscar.  After a turkey dinner (with all the fixins) topped by Eric’s home made 
chocolate cream puffs, Doc Bill Cunningham orchestrated a moonlight ski (without the moon, which was rising too late).  Bill 
appeared with his skis, helmet, and poles festooned with LED lights, with the sound of bagpipes coming from his backpack.  (Bill 
is proud of his Scottish ancestry, though he did not wear a kilt).  Eric indicated that in its century of existence, West Branch Pond 
Camps had never quite had a scene like this before.
 A hardy group of 11 followed Bill, in Pied Piper fashion, followed Bill out onto the lake, for what was supposed to be a 
half hour tour.  Alas, the lack of any moonlight led to a disorientation of the group, which then ended up at the wrong end of the 
lake.  Fortunately the North Star was out, to help the wayward back to camp. When the moon came out a few hours later, the view 
was spectacular. 

Sunday, February 4: Another 6 inches of fresh powder had fallen through the night, and the mercury was in the mid 20’s.  Break-
fast was Eric’s hand cut Molasses donuts, oatmeal, French toast and bacon,  The morning was spent skiing around the freshly 
groomed trails around West Branch before heading  back home.

PVSC Nordic trips scheduled later this season are at the Katahdin Woods and Waters Monument, and the Peer Gynt Trail in Norway.
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West Banch Trip, 2018
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