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Snowflurries
Start of the Season
This has been an unusual year for skiers’ weather, 

with a mix of snow and rain.  Now Alpine ski 
areas are enjoying a perfect combination of natu-
ral and artificial snow.  Local Nordic skiing is a 

bit rough, but as you will see on page 7, there is 
some fantastic cross-country skiing to be had if you 
head north.  Both the Katahdin Woods and Waters 
National Monumentt and Squaw Mountain offer new 
adventures.  

L
isted below are some membership benefits you 

may not be aware of: Rose Bike and Ski Shop 
in Orono is offering a 10% discount to all PVSC 
members.  Jim Rose, our trips co-coordinator, is the 
operator of this business and sells bicycles, Nordic 
skis, and Nordic skates.  

 Ski Rack Sports in Bangor also offers a 10% 
discount to PVSC members on all merchandise: ski 
and snowboard equipment, clothing, bicycles and ac-
cessories, and water sports equipment in season.  
 Hermon Mountain offers a 10% discount on 
full and half-day lift tickets to members.  Hermon Mt. 
also offers mounting and binding adjustment and tune-
ups at very reasonable rates in the rental shop. 
 PVSC has corporate tickets for Sugarloaf and 
Sunday River. Contact Sally Burke to request tickets.  
 Please remember to bring your membership 
cards along when visiting the above businesses.  Enjoy 
the snow, and we look forward to seeing you at our 
Alpine and Nordic practices and races, our club meet-
ings, and especially our Awards Banquet in March. 
Details to follow.  

Hermon Mountain

PVSC runs two of its most important pro-
grams at Hermon Mountain: Learn to Ski/ 

Board; and Alpine Racing.  Night  skiing on 
groomed trails is available on weekdays from 3 
PM to 9 PM  with half-day, and full-day prices.  
Learn to Ski/Board and Racing Development 

are up and running, so come out this weekend 
and watch our young racers and learners at 
work.  Our Nordic and Alpine racing events are 
proceeding on schedule, so join in, and enjoy 
the winter!  

in Brewer with pizza and beverages 
provided by the Club and desserts and 
salads provided by members.  

Our speaker for the night was Tim 
Hudson, Superintendent of the new 

Katahdin Woods and Waters National 
Monument.  Tim explained how the 
monument fit into the National Park tra-
dition and took us on a tour of the cross-
country skiing trails south of Patten.  In 
the question period Tim discussed plans 
for improving access to the park and 
opportunities for biking, hiking, and 
canoing this summer.  

Judging from the many questions Tim 
answered, skiers’ interest in the park 

will be keen in the coming seasons. 

January Meeting Draws a Ful Complement of PVSC Members

There will be no general meeting in February, but we are all looking forward to the March Awards Ban-
quet on the second Tuesday of the month.  The January meeting was held at the Machias Savings Bank 
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At the January 17 Meeting

Greg and Joanna Askins
Kristie Miner
John Nadeau
Valerie Nelson
Brian Young
Aiden Gordon
Meg and Ron Logan
John Wiebe
Ken and Barbe Miller
Ben Hale
Tim Schuck
Don Rogerson
Sandra Rogerson
Lauren Jacobs
Peggy McKee
Julian Wiggins 
 and Kate Locke
Rob and Sally Burke
Gina Schuck
Tim Schuck
Jack Schuck
Peter Schuck
Amy Van Kirk
Bucky Owen
Annette Nelligan
Richard Judd
Dave Cassidy
Bob and Cindy Dunlap
Jenny, John, and Isabelle Shemwell
(Sorry if we missed you.)  

At right, Tim Hudson points out the cross-
country trails in the Patten area of the new 

Katahdin Woods and Waters National Monument.

Learn to Ski and Board: Another Busy Season
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Learn to Ski/ Snowboard on the Slopes at Hermon  
The 2017 season brought out a hardy bunch of new skiers and riders for the PVSC Alpine Learn to Ski & Snowboard program at 
New Hermon Mountain.  Temperatures have ranged from frigid to mild, but  the snowmaking and new snow at the mountain provid-
ed excellent learning conditions.  Our new skiers and boarders were on the slopes in force, with everyone gathering at the ski school 
meeting place in front.  The Snowflakes began learning control, starting with a wedge, while the older Blizzards practiced making 
parallel turns.  Approximately 65 youth and adults took advantage of the PVSC subsidized group lessons for Session 1, and 50 for 
Session 2. Members continuing on into the second session made good progress and advanced by 1 or 2 levels.   

Photos by Barbe Miller

Lost Valley JP Parisian Race, January 15  
 Several PVSC Alpine 
racers traveled to Auburn  on 
January 15 to participate in the 
annual Lost Valley JP Parisian 
Race. The Lost Valley race at-
tracts top junior skiers from all 
over the state, including those 
from CVA and Gould Academy.  
It  provides some stiff competi-
tion for our racers, but it makes 
for a good beginning-of-the-sea-
son trial.  At right are PVSC’s 
Oliver Cyr and Hunter Cyr just 
leaving the starting gate for a 
quick run on the morning slalom 
course.  
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Chip Cochrane Invitational, Hermon Mountain, Sunday, January 22
On January 22 PVSC hosted the annual Chip 
Cochran Invitational Alpine Race at Hermon 
Mountain, an event that hosted nearly 70 rac-
ers from three teams: PVSC; Greenville Red 
Eagles; and Valley Racing Team from Fort 
Kent.  Twenty-six of these young racers were 
from PVSC, some of them in their first competi-
tion.  At right is the Club’s new starting ramp on 
the crest of Cloud Nine, just completed a week 
before the race.  

Above: PVSC’s new start ramp; Nancy Martin, Valley Racing Team; Coach Craig Cyr and Jett Lindelof; Colby Gott in the Gates

Above left: finish gate and fence; above right: Valley Racing Team’s Reed Michaud; below: Josh Pangburn tears up the course.
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Chip Cochrane 2017: 
Beautiful day; super 
snow; great turnout

PVSC’s Chip Cochrane Invitational Alpine 
Race took place on January 22, with just 

under 70 PVSC, Greenville Red Eagle, and 
Fort Kent Valley racers.  We had a relatively 
warm day for the race, which made waiting 
in the start line something less than an endur-
ance test for our young participants.  Our rac-
ers were enthusiastic, and parents made sure 
that a warm coat was waiting at the finish 
line.  The volunteer effort was phenomenal, 
with virtually every PVSC parent participat-
ing in some fashion.  We ran two courses of 
slalom in the morning and two runs of GS in 
the afternoon.  

The race was beautifully managed:  Gina 
Schuck, our Alpine coordinator, with her 

crew of efficient checker-inners, gate-keep-
ers, record-keepers, coat-runners, photogra-
phers, announcers, and others, kept the race 
running without a hitch.  Thanks to all who 
helped out.  With fast course setting morn-
ing and afternoon we had the Fort Kent and 
Greenville kids on their way home by 2:30. 

The Morning Slalom 
Run: above left: Ellis 
Nichols; center: Jacki 
Pangburn; below left: 
Ellie Arsenault.



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Dogsledding 
FREE 

Thanks to  

 
 

Snow Animal 
Building 

Competition* 
Curling* 

 
Winter Ecology 

Walk 
 

Winter 
Scavenger 

Hunt/ Bingo 
Ice Bubbles 

Cross Country Ski 
Race* 

Snowshoeing 
Shoes 

provided or 
bring your own 

 

Mock 
Biathlon* 

 Awards 
Ceremony* 

Soup/Chili w. 
cornbread, 

desert & drink 
-  $5   

Lunch with us 
or bring your 

own &              
stay the day  

 
 

For more detailed information please visit:  
*http://www.hirundomaine.org 
call to register (207) 394-2171 

 

       WINTER FUN DAY 

                                                  Saturday, February 11, 2017 
                                                                   10 am – 2:30 pm 
 
 
 
 

     at Hirundo Wildlife Refuge; Gate 1 
 

We thank Machias Savings Bank, Varney Insurance, Hannaford of Old Town &                             
Penobscot Valley Ski Club for supporting the community by sponsoring this event! 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
Directions to 1107 West Old Town Rd. Old Town: 
From the South – Take the I-95 N to ME-43 exit 197 to Old Town/Hudson. Turn left onto Rt. 43 (Hudson Rd). Go west 4.75 mi and 
look for the large red signs on your right. Take Gate 1 off Rt. 43 and follow the dirt road for ~1/2 mile to the Pine Tree parking area.  
 

 

http://www.hirundomaine.org/
http://machiassavings.com/


Greg Askins: Searching for Snow in January
Joanna and I were compelled to find snow in January and wanted to explore new areas for Nordic skiing.  After Tim Hudson’s 
presentation about the Katahdin Woods and Water National Monument, we decided to venture north from Bangor.  The first 75 miles 
of the drive is along I-95 to exit 264 at Patten, then another 10 miles on Rt 11, before turning onto 159,  a Maine Scenic Byway.  We 
continued another 25 miles to the North Entrance, just pass the Matagamon Wilderness Camp and Store.  The 0.6 mile long access 
road is marked by a small placard for the International Appalachian Trail.  At the  parking lot is a kiosk with a map, some informa-
tion, and a registration clipboard.  We skied the groomed 3.8 mile river loop clockwise, first onto the Old River Rd along the East 
Branch of the Penobscot River.  There are a couple of picnic sites, and one privy (bring your own toilet paper).  We backtracked to 
Oxbow Rd and headed north on the Messer Pond-Orin Falls Rd to return to our car.  One could turn south on that trail to continue 
on to Haskell Hut which is about 5 miles from the trailhead.  Big Spring Hut is yet another 5 miles south.  Both huts have overnight 
accommodations with reservations.  It’s worth the trek, and we look forward to exploring the Monument further.

Squaw Mountain Resort has 2 cross country ski loops adjacent to their downhill alpine  area.  There is a 5 mile blue loop, and a 
shorter, 2.5 mile loop marked with yellow placards if you take the cut-off.  The trailhead is marked by a kiosk near the lower parking 
lot.  A donation of $3 is recommended for the day- or $20 for the season.  Skiing counterclockwise along the trails will take you down-
hill initially in the direction of Moosehead Lake. Once you reach some farm buildings you have the option of completing the yellow 
loop or continuing along the longer blue trail. The  trail was groomed without tracks the day before our ski. There was about 2 inches 
of fresh snow on the trail, only marked by one snowshoer’s tracks.  The blue trail continued along the flat. The trail turned uphill and 
back towards the ski hill with a long gradual climb. A short portion of the “top” of the blue trail was narrow and ungroomed.  A narrow 
wooden bridge will be crossed before intersecting with the yellow trail.  The trail will turn to the left downhill back to the lower park-
ing lot.  It’s a nice, quiet loop, primarily up and down, with nice views.
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Promoting Skiing 
Since 1936

  Ken Miller. President 
pvskiclub@gmail.com

Annette Nelligan, Vice-President  
annette nelligan@umit.maine.edu

  Lauren Jacobs, Secretary  
lauren.jacobs@maine.edu

Sally Burke, Membership
rsburke87@gmail.com

Richard Judd, Newsletter
richard.judd@umit.maine.edu

Stay Connected!

www.pvskiclub.org


