
Backcountry Ski Trip to the Katahdin Woods and Waters  
National Monument 

Dates: March 1-4, 2018 with the option of arriving on the morning of Friday, 
March 2.   

We will pull our gear in sleds. 

Friday: On the first day, start from Bowlin Camps (private sporting camps 8 miles 
off Route 159) and ski south in the NM 5.5 miles to Big Spring Brook Hut via the 
K-Camp Road, Little Messer Pond Road and the Messer Pond  Orin Falls Road.  
Do an out and back side trip of 6 miles, ski from this hut that afternoon to Look 
Out View via the Lookout Trail. 

Saturday: On the second day, ski north 7 miles to the Haskell Hut via the Messer 
Pond-Orin Falls Road and Little Messer Pond Road and a visit to Grand Pitch 
View Point on the East Branch of the Penobscot River. As an out and back side 
trip of 2.5 miles, ski from this hut that afternoon to the Stairs Fall View Point on 
the river. 

Sunday: On the third day, ski north 8 miles to the Matagamon Parking Lot on 
Route 159. Reaching it by via Messer Pond-Orin Falls Road and the Oxbow Road. 
Then proceeding on the Old River Road along the west bank of the East Branch 
of The Penobscot River, and then along the North Entrance Gate Road of the 
KW&W NM to Route 159 and then on to the private parking lot. 

Total  Primary Mileage = about 20.5 miles 
Total Optional Side Trip Mileage = about 8.5 miles 

The NM huts are free, but a donation from the group would be nice since we 
would be using their firewood and propane, etc. 

Some of the group have expressed an interest in staying in a  housekeeping cabin 
at Bowlin Camps on the night of Thurs. March 1.  

The cost of one large  housekeeping cabin per night at Bowlin Camps that people 
could share  ranges from $165 to $185 for 2 guests  to $185 for 4 guests to $ 255 for 6 
guests to $325 for 8 guests. Prices do not include tax and tip.


