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The Penobscot Valley Ski Club’s Annual Ski 
and Snowboard Equipment Sale will be 

held on Saturday, October 14, at Bangor Parks 
and Rec., 647 Main St., Bangor. The sale is 
the largest ski and snowboard merchandising 
event in central Maine. It features new and 
used equipment at discounted prices, including 
cross country and downhill skis, boots, poles, 
apparel, helmets, and snowboards. Vendors 
will be coming from all across Maine and New 
Hampshire with thousands of pieces of equip-
ment -- all at prices the family can afford!

Bring used equipment to sell on Friday, Octo-
ber 13, 5-7 PM, $1.00 per item. Name your 

price and the club sells it for you, less a modest 
15% commission.  You will find the Consign-
ment Registration Form on the PVSC website.

Spaghetti Supper, Tuesday, October 10 at 6:00 PM

Finally. the temperatures are dropping and leaves turning, and 
we can begin thinking about fall and winter activities.  It’s 

getting easier to imagine high, snow-covered slopes, flocked 
forests, and challenging terrain parks.  You can start thinking 
snow by attending PVSC’s first event of the season -- the mem-
bership meeting on October 10. Come join us at 6 PM at the First 
United Methodist Church, Essex St. Bangor. You will enjoy a free 
spaghetti supper, reconnect with ski comrades, and learn about 
upcoming PVSC activities. 

We need volunteers to help put together the meal. If you’re 
willing, sign up at https://signup.com/client/invitation2/se-

cure/1449711/true#/invitation.  At the meeting, we will have a 
slide show of events from last year and a preview of the ski sale 
and other programs in the works. Please feel free to bring a des-
sert to share! We’re hoping for a good turnout in order to kick 
off the season.  Mark your calendar -- enjoy a spaghetti supper, 
reconnect with PVSC, and reunite with other snow enthusiasts. 
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This sale is the Club’s biggest fundraiser, and it 
allows us to support ski activities like  Learn to 

Ski, Junior Alpine and Nordic training and racing 
programs, Nordic grooming in the Bangor area, 
discounts on trips, and other benefits. For more 
information, check out our website at www.pvski-
club.org and our Facebook page!

Annual Ski and Snowboard Sale, October 14



Please plan to volunteer.
 

Our largest fundraiser of the year, the Annual Ski and 
Snowboard Equipment sale, will be held on October 
14 from 9 AM to 4 PM at Bangor Parks and Rec., 647 

Main St., Bangor. All Club members are expected to volunteer 
at the sale, and members that are there on Friday night can 
shop after the sale items are set up.

Ski Sale organizers are turning up the volume on advertis-
ing this year and expect a record turnout, with around nine 

vendors/shops participating and a combined retailing force of 
over twenty equipment experts.  Given the turnout over the 
last few years, we will need lots of volunteers for setup on 
Thursday.  Even more must be on hand when vendors arrive 
on Friday, and when the sale begins Saturday morning at 9:00.  
We need help also for  clean-up, which begins at 3:00 on 
Saturday afternoon.  

Last year’s volunteers did a wonderful job, but this year 
we will need more people on hand.  This is the event that 

funds most of our club activities during the season, and its 
success means more opportunities at lower cost.

What do you need to know about the sale?

1. We need all members to volunteer! To sign up go to https://
signup.com/client/invitation2/secure/1449711/true#/invitation. 
Find a job and time that works for you, such as setup, security, 
membership, club registration, consignment, tagging, cashier, 
back room, concessions, and clean-up. It’s super easy to sign 
up! Again: we need helpers Thursday and Friday evening and 
all day Saturday. Many hands make light work.  Help  make 
the sale a success, for the club and its programs! 

To sign up for Thursday, Friday, 
 or Saturday, go to https://

signup.com/client/invitation2/se-
cure/1449711/true#/invitation 

and follow the 
simple on-line 

directions 

Ski Sale October 14: We Need Your Help!

The 2016 Ski Sale succeeded because you were there! Please volunteer.
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2. Help publicize the sale! We have Alpine and Nordic ski sale post-
ers on the PVSC website. Print off a few copies and put them in your 
workplace, local store or school, or the window of your car!

3. Want to sell some of your own equipment? Bring your used equip-
ment on Friday, October 14 from 5 PM to 7 PM, $1.00 per item (fee 
waived for members). Name your price and the club sells it for you, 
less a modest 15% commission. If you want to sell something on 
consignment, use the form on our website: print it out and bring it to 
the sale. Having it complete when you get to the sale is the best way 
to get your items processed quickly. 

4. Check us out on Facebook and share the PVSC and Ski Sale 
Event pages. People are excited to know that this sale is happening, 
and social media will help make it a success!



It’s Time to Renew your Membership for 
2017-2018

and encourage a friend to join!  
2017-2018 Membership Dues   
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 Our membership year ends mid-summer, so club mem-
bers need to renew in the fall/winter for the upcoming 
season.  Our membership dues have not changed - $28/
individual and $40/family.  Go to the website or watch 
for upcoming emails for links to our online registration 
for the 2017-2018 season!  Membership has so much 
to offer: Nordic and Alpine programs, bus trips to Sugar-
loaf, spaghetti suppers, pizza dinners, slide lectures, and 
Maine Huts and Trails.  This year renewing or joining is 
as easy as one-two-three: go online to the PVSC web 
site (http://www.pvskiclub.org/) and follow the link at “Join 
US”: register through a SkiReg account or as a guest.  
Also, check out PVSC’s fund-raising goals for the Nordic 
and Alpine racing programs -- upgrading grooming equip-
ment, purchasing slalom gates and new timing equipment, 
completing the new starting hut at Hermon Mountain, or 
funding other PVSC activites, trips, and community-based 
programs.  

One of the many benefits of club membership is the cor-
porate voucher for PVSC discounts of up to 20 percent on  
lift tickets at Sugarloaf and Sunday River. If you plan to ski 
Sugarloaf and/or Sunday River, vouchers will be available 
through the Club. (Details later.) If you plan to go on any 
of the PVSC bus trips, you will need to pay your dues first.  
Lift-ticket discounts are also available at Hermon Mountain 
-- just show your membership card.  

PVSC is an all-volunteer organization, and members are ex-
pected to work the Ski Sale, serve actively on a committee, 
or help out with Club work in some other capacity.  We need 
more volunteers to keep the Club growing and expanding.  
When you join or renew, please indicate your willingness to 
help with one of our volunteer committees: Refreshments, 
Event Planning, Ski Sale, Newsletter production, Alpine 
Racing, Nordic Program, Trail Maintenance, Trip Develop-
ment, Learn to Ski/Board, Publicity.  

Racing	Highlights:	Chip	Cochrane	Invitational,	January	22,	2017
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Saddleback	is	on	track	to	re-open.		In	late	June	this	year	the	Aus-
tralian	Majella	Group	purchased	the	mountain	from	Bill	and	Irene	

Berry	of	Farmington	and	announced	plans	to	upgrade	the	Rangeley	
lift with a fixed grip quad chair and the Cupsuptic t-bar with a faster 
surface	lift.	Just	when	the	mountain	will	open	is	not	yet	clear,	but	the	
company has set a season opening as its top priority.  Specifics on 
lift-ticket	and	season	pass	prices	will	be	announced	soon.		Those	with	
outstanding	season	passes	should	contact	the	mountain.		“The	vision	
is	to	create	an	eco-friendly	resort	that	embraces	the	mountain	land-
scape,	brings	the	outdoors	in,	and	minimizes	impact	on	the	environ-
ment.”

Big Squaw Mountain has been operated since 2013 by the nonprof-
it Friends of Squaw Mountain, which leased the lower lift, trails 

and lodge for $1 a year.  The organization cleared and groomed trials, 
refurbished	the	lodge,	repaired	the	lower	lift,	and	offers	skiing	and	
snowboarding	lessons.		It	will	operate	the	ski	resort	again	this	season.	
In summer 2016 the Maine attorney general’s office sued the Big 
Squaw owner (not the non-profit) claiming that he used the property 
to	secure	more	than	$4	million	in	loans	but	failed	to	use	the	money	
to	reopen	the	upper	ski	lift,	trails,	and	lodge.		The	lawsuit	claims	the	
company’s failure to invest violates the understanding reached when 
the	state	the	sold	the	mountain.		The	mountain,	according	to	the	attor-
ney general’s office, was to be maintained as it was when it was sold, 
for the benefit of the people of Maine and the Greenville community.  
The	state	is	asking	the	owner	to	pay	damages	into	an	escrow	account	
to	be	used	to	repair	and	restore	the	ski	lifts	and	other	resort	property.		

News from Saddleback and Squaw Mountains  

The Alpine Racing Development Program	held	its	annual	Family	Fun	
Race last March 19, on a beautiful spring day with a fantastic turnout of parents, 
racers,	program	veterans,	coaches,	club	members,	and	Hermon	ski	instructors.		As	
usual,	we	set	a	dual	giant	slalom	and	pitted	parents	against	kids,	coaches	against	
racers,	young	against	old,	boarders	against	skiers.				Event	Grand	Master	Bill	Whitcomb	presided	over	the	festivities.



	 Racing	Program:	Our	Racing	
Development	team	practices	each	Saturday	in	season	at	
Hermon	Mountain.		In	addition	to	the	Cochrane	Race	at	
Hermon	Mountain,	PVSC	hosts	the	March	Family	Fun	
Race,	featuring	a	dual	slalom,	parent-son-and-daugh-
ter	competition	and	participates	in	invitational	races	at	
Squaw	Mountain	in	Greenville,	Lost	Valley	in	Auburn,	
and	BigRock	at	Mars	Hill.		
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Greetings	Alpine	Racers	and	Parents

Snow	is	headed	our	way	in	a	month	or	so,	and	the	Alpine	Racing	De-
velopment	Program	is	gearing	up	for	an	exciting	season	of	practices	

and	races.	

Parents:	as	we	approach	the	racing	season,	we	will	be	seeking	volun-
teers	willing	to	help	out	with	planning	our	racing	schedule,	organiz-

ing	race	events,	and	coordinating	event-day	helpers.	Over	the	years,	the	
program has benefitted from outstanding volunteer enthusiasm and en-
ergy,	and	this	tradition	must	continue	if	we	are	to	succeed	this	season.		We	
will	need	help	each	Saturday	during	the	season	setting	and	taking	down	
courses	and	general	kid-coordinating.		

We	will	also	need	folks	to	help	organize	our	annual	Chip	Cochrane	
Race,	to	help	with	logistics	at	the	lodge	on	practice	days,	and	to	

help	on	the	mountain	with	the	racers.		Photographers	can	get	in	the	action	
too	--	we	need	to	document	our	racers’	achievements.		On	race	days,	the	
coaches	can	use	extra	hands	setting	gates	and	keeping	racers	in	the	start-
ing	gate	and	on	the	course.		Working	with	these	young	racers	is	rewarding	
and	fun!

New	racers:	Join	in	the	fun	this	season!	No	racing	experience	is	neces-
sary,	but	you	should	be	developing	parallel	skiing	skills	and	be	skiing	

independently	on	intermediate	terrain.		The	team	will	practice	each	Satur-
day	morning	at	Hermon	Mountain	from	January	through	early	March	in	
two 4-week sessions, and will participate in  four to five optional junior 
races	on	Sundays	through	the	season.		In	addition,	our	racers	--	and	their	
parents,	siblings,	volunteers,	coaches,	and	other	members	of	PVSC	--	will	
compete	in	early	March	in	the	Family	Fun	Race	at	Hermon	Mountain,	to	
be	followed	by	a	pot	luck	lunch.		This	race	is	the	event	that	tops	off	the	
season,	and	it’s	loads	of	fun	--	and	full	of	surprises!

Help	publicize	the	Ski	Sale!		The	Alpine	and	Nordic	ski	sale	posters	will	be	
on	the	PVSC	website	soon.	Please	print	off	a	few	copies	and	put	them	in	
your	workplace,	local	store	or	school,	or	the	window	of	your	car!
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A great way to get started on  skis 
or snowboard or to improve 

on your basic skills is with PVSC-
sponsored group lessons at New 
Hermon Mountain.  Beginning on 
the first weekend of January 2018, 
lessons will be available once a 
week in two 4-week sessions for 
ages from three to adult.  Classes 
meet at different times for vari-
ous age groups from Friday nights 
through the weekend, and are 
broken down by abilitylevel: Snow 
flakes, ages 3 to 4 (with a parent 
present); Snowflurries, ages 5 to 8; 
Blizzards, ages 9 to 12; and Teens/
Adults, ages 13 and up.  Further 
information regarding prices and 
levels for placement is available on 
our website  at www.pvskiclub.org. 

Learn to Ski/Snow-
Board: A Program 
for All Ages Begin-
ning in January

  

Promoting Skiing 
Since 1936

  Ken Miller. President 
pvskiclub@gmail.com

  Annette Nelligan, Vice President
 annette.nelligan@

umit.maine.edu

Lauren Jacobs, Secretary 
lauren.jacobs@maine.edu

Sally Burke, Membership and 
Publicity

skiclub@pvskiclub.org

Richard Judd, Newsletter
richard.judd@umit.maine.edu

Stay Connected!

Snowflurries Newsletter
Return to: 
Sally Burke
2757 Western Ave
Newburgh, ME 04444


